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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 
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Applicant(s) 

KOO, JA-GOUN 


Examiner 

Michael Datskovsl<y 


Art Unit 
2835 





The MA/LING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will tie considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing dale of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to t}ecome ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely Filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)0 Responsive to communication (s) filed on 17 December 2001 . 
2a)n This action Is FINAL 2b)H This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomrial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 0 Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) 16-19 is/are allowed, 

6) n Clajm(s) 1-15 and 20 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) Is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)E The drawing(s) filed on 17 December 2001 is/are: a)D accepted or 5)0 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
1 The proposed drawing correction filed on is; a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) EI Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)[E]AII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 M Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the Intemational Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) n The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgment is made of a daim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

1 ) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) Q Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s), 



2) n Notice of Drattsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) 3. 6) □ <3ther: 



U S Patent and Trademark Offce 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 



Office Action Summary 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Drawings 



1. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the latch hole provided 
at the LCD assembly, and the latch accommodating part provided at the main body 
(claim 7) must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter 
should be entered. 

A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings 

will not be held in abeyance. 



2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as containing subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one 



C/a/7n Rejections - 35 USC §112 



skilled in the art to which It pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 
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and/or use the invention. Specification does not comprise any structural description of 
latch accommodating part provided at the main body. 



4 The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5 Claims 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The functional recitations that said LCD back light 
could be powered on and off while the LCD assembly is rotated away from said main 
body has not been given patentable weight because it is narrative in form. In order to be 
given patentable weight a functional recitation must be expressed as a "means" for 
performing the special function, as set forth in 35 USC §1 12, 6th paragraph, and must 
be supported by recitation in the claim of sufficient structure to warrant the presence of 
the functional language. In re Fuller, 1929 CD. 172; 388 O.G. 279. In this case such a 
structural means is that a latch member and an electrical switch are located in the same 
accommodating part of the LCD assembly, which allows operator to manipulate power 
supply while the LCD assembly is open away from the main body. 



Ciaim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



6 The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 



Application/Control Number: 10/015,666 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2835 



A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2} 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-6, 11-14 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Goto et al. 

Goto et al teach a portable notebook computer, Figs. 1-1 4, comprising a main body 2 
having a keyboard 12; and a LCD monitor assembly 4, said main body rotatably 
attached to said LCD assembly including an LCD back light powered from a power 
supply, said portable computer further comprising: a latch hole 8A disposed at a distal 
portion of the main body 2; a latch member 28 installed In a latch accommodating part 
provided at a distal portion of the LCD assembly, said latch hole 8A disposed in 
operational relationship with said latch member, and reciprocating from a hooked 
position to a releasing position; and LCD switching part 56 installed in the latch 
accommodating part and controlling electric power supplied to the LCD back light 
according to the position of the latch member 38 (col. 9, lines 14-22). Goto et al teach 
furthermore the latch member is movable from the releasing position against a spring 50 
bias, to an extension position via user actuation of a knob 36 with a hook 28 attached 
thereto, wherein an LCD switching part comprises a pushing projection of a latch 
member 38; and a multistage push switch 56 controlling the electric power based on 
present and previous positions of said pushing projection. Goto et al teach furthermore 
said latch accommodating part is further provided with a spring 50 elastically pulling the 
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latch member 38 toward a hooking position when said LCD assembly is closed on said 
main body and being absent of power, and toward a releasing position when said LCD 
assembly is rotated open from said main body. Regarding to the claim 20: The method 
steps are inherently necessitated by the device structure as Goto et al show it. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 1 6-1 9 are allowed. 

9. Claims 8-10 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

1 0. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The method steps including manipulating power supply by sliding a latch 
member while the LCD assembly is open away from the main body. 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Jung (US Patent 6,243,819); Kim (US Patent 6,044,473); Saiton 
(US Patent 5,077,551); Kates et al (US Patent 6, 130,81 3); Kitten et al (US Patent 
6,191,503); Snyder (US Patent 6,005,497); Nishizawa (Japan Patent JP411015559A) 
and Yuasa (Japan Patent JP02000137549A). 
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1 2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Datskovsky whose telephone number is (703) 
306-4535. The examiner can normally be reached on Mn - Fry 8 - 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Darren E. Schuberg can be reached on (703) 308-4815. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
872-9318 for regular communications and (703) 872-9319 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 

0956. 



Patent Examiner 
Michael Datskovsky 




April 29, 2003 



